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By Email: 

Tony Taylorson 

Communications Manager 

Cambridge University Health Partners 

Cambridge Biomedical Campus 

31st May 2021 

Dear Tony, 

 

CBC Vision 

 

We feel that the Association has been misled.  

 

When the Campus engaged with us on 22nd April, it was in the context of the Vision 

Summary, Counter Context’s presentation and publicly reported statements that the 

Campus wished to “grow sensibly” and “sustainably” and its plans represented “modest 

growth”. We were told that the Campus was in discussion with landowners but in response 

to my question, you were not able to tell us who and what sites were under discussion. We 

made clear our oft repeated position that while we support the Campus’s growth within the 

currently permitted area of development, we are strongly opposed to further growth 

beyond that given the harm it would cause the Green Belt, the Hobson’s Brook/Vicar’s 

Brook Green Corridor and the vital separation between the city and our necklace of villages 

which gives Cambridge its “special character” according to the Local Plan. 

 

Little did we know that the full CBC Vision document, which it transpires was available 

before 22nd April when we met but was embargoed to 7th May, includes proposals, not 

presented in the Summary, to take another 70 acres1 out of the Green Belt in addition to the 

70 removed with our support in the 2006 Local Plan. Nor did we know that an unannounced 

 
11 Gross Internal Area only excluding external space. Product of “a development pipeline” of 150,000 square 
feet GIA per annum for research and development focused businesses over the next 20 years. [CBC Vision 
(full), Projected need, page 35] 
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bid had been made on 19th April at the Campus’s invitation to the Local Plan “Call for Sites” 

for development of 400 hectares (988 acres) in Green Belt land stretching towards Great 

Shelford, between Addenbrooke’s Road, Hauxton Road, Cambridge Road, Babraham Road 

and the King’s Cross railway line. This bid, made three days before our meeting, for a 

development almost the same size as Northstowe (490 hectares), is not modest, sensible or 

sustainable and will be vigorously opposed by the Association. Nor is the case for the 

proposal substantiated given the fragility of the co-location argument at this mature stage 

of the cluster’s development and the bid’s failure to respond creatively to the pressing need 

to share the success of Cambridge’s life sciences development with other more deprived 

parts of our county and country. This bid has not been shared directly with us and at the 

date of writing is not available on the CBC Vision web page. 

 

When these developments were reported to our recent Members’ meeting, there was a 

very negative reaction, the proposal being described as a monstrous “land grab” without 

justification and with little or no care for the Campus’s neighbours. It is fair to say that 

members were appalled. This is no knee jerk reaction. The full CBC Vision document has 

been carefully assessed before making these remarks. On this basis, we see no case 

whatsoever for the Campus’s proposed “peri-urban quarter”, which accurately describes the 

“dispersive urban growth” it would represent, destroying vital Green Belt land which we 

cherish, and replacing it with a “hybrid landscape of fragmented urban and rural 

characteristics”2.  

 

We ask that this proposal is withdrawn and that engagement with the Campus’s neighbours 

is reset on a more sensible basis. As you know, the Association is not given to hyperbole. On 

this rare occasion, we believe its use is justified. 

 

Best wishes 

 

David 

 

For Trumpington Residents’ Association  

 

 Copy to: Harriet Knowles, Counter Context 

 
2 CBC Vision (full), page 30; & Wikipedia. 


